Project Update March 2022
The design of the 7 walking and cycling trails are well underway.
Trail 1, The Roland Kedge Trail, will be launched on Saturday 23rd April from 10am 3pm,
starting at the Great Stone Inn, B31 2LU

A huge thanks go to Julie and John Schroder for designing the trail leaflet. Copies of the
leaflet will be available at the start of the trail and at the Lapworth Museum, but an
excellent description of the trail can be found at https://erraticsproject.org/trail-1/
The trail starts at the Great Stone Inn, named after the large boulder, that used to sit on
the corner of Church Road, but was later moved into the adjacent animal pound when it
became a traffic hazard. The trail passes at least a dozen examples of erratic boulders,
through
, including Selly Oak Park, and along the canal.

Roland Kedge who is dedicated to preserving the
history of the ice age boulders of Birmingham

The route takes the walker through Selly Oak Park, which local historian Ken Pugh writes in
his book “The Heydays of Selly Oak Park 1896-1911”, that the land was gifted to the people
of Northfield and the recently formed Kings Norton, by Emma Joel Gibbins (nee Cadbury) in
1898, on condition that “no intoxicating liquor should be sold or used in the park; it should
not be open for playing games on Sunday and the gates must not be closed for more than
two consecutive days”.
There are two erratic boulders in the park.

This boulder was moved to the park in 1901
but was split during excavation

The route continues along the Worcester to Birmingham canal to the newly named Aston
Webb boulder at the University of Birmingham. The name refers to the Aston Webb
building, built in 1909, and where the boulder was first discovered when the land was
excavated.

Steve Ashton, Senior Project Manager at the
University, by the boulder’s present location

An accessibility guide for the trail can be found at
https://www.accessibilityguides.org/content/roland-kedge-trail-northfield-universitybirmingham
The route along the canal tow path is not suitable for anyone with restricted mobility but
there is an alternative route after Selly Oak Park that takes the visitor along Harborne Lane,
right onto Bourn Brook Walk and then along the New Fosse Way to the University.
We will be running a training session for anyone interested in becoming a trail guide or
community champion for the trail, on Saturday 9th April 2022 starting at the great Stone Inn
at 11am for breakfast! If you would like to join us please RSVP Zoe Jackson by 7th April
z.jackson@worc.ac.uk
We have scheduled the other trail launches as follows and more details including starting
points will be available on our website https://erraticsproject.org/ 2 weeks before each
event.
Trail

Date

Northfield to University of Birmingham
Kings Norton
Frankley
Cotteridge Park and Bournville
Woodgate Valley Country Park
Cycle trail Longbridge to Bromsgrove
Cycle trail South West Birmingham

23rd April 2022
14th May 2022
25th June 2022 TBC
2nd July 2022
13th August 2022
20th August 2022
10th September 2022

Val Turner, Project Manager.

